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fs it not ſeem ſtrange to any, As though 

= ſome new thing bad bappened unto Us, 

that We have Occafion thus publickly 

to Appear againſt One that hath made Pro- | 

| fefſion of the Truth with Us, but is gone out 
from Us; according to that of 1 Fohn 4.2: & 1. 

' 9. T bey went out from Us, but they were not | 

of Os; for if they bad been of Us, they. would* | 

no doubt bave Continued with Us: Bnt they: 

| went out, that they might be made Manifeſt, 
that they were not all of Us. | 7 


%.: 
THE 


PREFACE. 


Mongft the many Exerciſes and Perils, the 

_ Lords People in this Age, as in. all Apes 

have met with, they have not been un- 
acquainted wich Perils by Falſe Bzethzen, ac- 
cording to what the Apoſtle Paul Teſtified, 4s 
20. 30. Alſo of yolr own ſelves, ſhall Men Ariſe, 
ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away Diſciples after them ; 
whoſe Qualifications are at Large ſpoken of by 
the ſaid Apoſtle, in his Second Epiſtle to "Timothy, 
and Third, (viz,) Without natural Afﬀeftion, Truces 
Breakers, falſe Accuſers, Incontinent, fierce Deſpiſers of 
thoſe that are Good, Traitors, Heady, High- Minded, &c. 
as the certain Fruits, by which they ſhould be 
known. A-23 To 


The Preface, 
To the Great Exerciſe, Grief, and Sortow of 
the Faithful, there hath not been wanting divers 
of” the like Inſtances of fuch Men, who fince we 
have been a People, have Ariſen from amongſt. | 
our ſelves (as this Man William Rogers now | 
doth) under the P2ofeſſion of the Lruth, fo. ; 
oppoke and gain-ſay. the Bleſſed O2zder |. 
and Government thereof, whereby the look - | 
Converſations of the Wicked art Reſtrained or 
Judged; and the Truth: cleared. from the Reproach 
thereof; And theſe have not been without; thie - 
like fpecious pretences with Wtlliam Rogers, 
as: ftanding up for:the Anclent Teſtimony, and: 
Pxtnciple of the Light, and-againft -Apoſta-. 
cy, ſetting-up Pans P2eſcriptions,  Jm- 


yofitions, Pnnovations, Perſecutions, 
&c. but their Fruits withering: And their End. 


hath made them Manifeſt, as this Mans alſo doth, . 
and:. will do, to: be. the-Men Apoſtatized.. them» 
{c}ves, Led, and Acted by a Spirit that would: 
open a - Gap, and break. down the Hedge, that e- 
very Man- may do- as he.Lift, whilſt under. .the- 
Pros, 


The Preface. 
Ptofeflion of the ſame Truth, wichout being cals 
ledto Accouttt, and dealt with in a Goſpel- Church- 
Order for it. . 

-- This (mall Treatiſe is not « hacaldd: for a full 
Anſwer to William Rovers's VYoluminous Book, which 
requires a conſiderable rime for Inſpection into 
divers Matters and Papers; fot ſuch a Reply: to. 
trace him in all his Falſe Inſowations, grievous Pers 
verfions, and notorious falſe Charges of many Inno- 
cent Men, and Faithful - and . Eminent : Labou- 
rers in the Work of the Goſpel amongſt Us, 
already Manifeft. to Us by their Anſwers ES: | 
Certificates in Writing ; . wherein they . have - 
Largely Vindicated their Innocency, in moſt, if . 
not all thoſe things relating to matter of Fac, 
alledged againſt them, eſpecially G. F.: and have 
cauſed Copies thereof. to be. Delivered to Will: 
am-Rogers many .Months ſince, and long before - 


his Book was in the- Preſs: Such more full An- 
fwer more-publickly to be made, we Refer to. 


ſome other Hand or Hands, who are Emi- 
nently concerned to: do it, In the mean time,” 
we 


The Preface. 
we thought--ir nor. Amiſs, -to give the Reader 
ſome ſhort dilcovery -of the SubjefF, and Occa- 


fron of the. Differences William Rogers Writeth 
about ; and of Ais- Work. in General ; and that 


by Comparing. his former Exhortations and Res 
proofs, with his late Printed Book, - and Beha- 
viour- amongſt Us ; the Reader may have ſome 
Tafte of his -Spirit of Errour and' Envy, | and: be 
cautioned in himſelf thereby, how he gives'Cre+ 
dit to his many, and falſe Accuſations againſt the 


Innocent. 


— 


— 


An. Exalted Diotrephes Reprehended. 


_— Mm 


WW; .the Unclean Spirit is gone out of a Man, he walk- 

e&th through dry Places ſeeking Reſt," and finding none. 

Then he ſaith, 1 will Return into mine Houſe, from whence 

 T came out; and when he-is come, he findeth it Swept and 
Garniſht. 

Then Goeth he, and taketh with himſelf Seven other Spirits, 
wore wicked than himfelf, and they Enter in, and- Dwell 
there ; and the laſt State of that Man is worfe than the 

: firſt, even ſo ſhall it be to this wicked Generation, Mat. 12. 

- veil. 435. 445 45 


Hat this-is the Caſe of this miſerable Man - 
william Rogers, manifeſted by his late Fruits, - 
is paſt doubt with us, whom, through 7-- 
watchfulneſs, Diſobedience, and Rebellion a- 
eainft Goa (which is as the Sin of mtch- 

craft) the unclean Spirit and Adverſary of Mans Soul, 

the old Accuſer of the Brethren, hath thus Entred, 'and 

Exalted upon the Pinnacle of Mis own conceited Abih- 

ties; and having now the Rule in him; and over him, 

makes War through him, againſt the Lamb and His fol- 
lowers; and having fitted him for his Service, now ſets - 
him about that which hath been all along his Work (-:z.) 

To Reproach the faithful People of God, the whole Pro: 

feſfion, and the good - Order and Government of the 

Truth, which the Lord hath brought forth amongſt them 
(as that which ſ{triketh at the downfal of his Kingdom) 

| with 


: (8) 
with many falſe and opprobrious Accuſations, as of being 
Apoſtati3ed, and Guilty of .-Perſecutton, In- 
novation, Gentflian-Lowſhip, Blind Dbevience, 8&c. 
whereby William Rogers hath not only Rankt himſelf a- 
mong a Number of thoſe 4poftares, who from the begin- 
ning in a Spirit of Enmity and Prejudice have riſen up 
like Core Gay ing) Tow take too much upon you, againſt the 
Heavenly Care and Order of ſuch as truely Fear and Love | 
God, and in whom, as he himſelf hath+confeſſed,” Gop | 
hath opened Councel fo2 that End /viz.) To be as Þelps 
and Governments in the Church, which are not to be | 
Deſpiſed, -being fn Subjectfon to Thaiſt, the one Þead, 
aud Law-giver. But as may appear in the following | 
Epiſtle, with this Aggravation, That which he formerly | 
' Approved aud Exhorted to, he is now found ſmiting againſt, | 
and what he then ſeverely deteFted and reproved in others, He is | 
zow found heinouſly Gailty of himſelf” (viz) of Repreſenting | 
ſuch as Aiming at other Ends and Jntereſts, in ſuch 
their Religious Care, aud Heavenly D2der and Govern- 
ment, than Cheift's Jntereft and Government over All : 
whereby out of his own Mouth he is Condemned. 

And now for as much as he hath ſo publickly, and 
injuriouſly appeared in his late Book, to the great Scan- | 
dal of our Profeſſion, as an' open -Enemy to the Truth, 
we are concerned for the Honour of the Lord's Name, 
which is dear unto us, publickly to make- him manifeſt 
(A woxk otherwiſe not pleaſing to Us) that he may 
proceed no further, but that his Folly my appear to all 
Men, and that the /ezominy and Reproach, he hath as 
much as in him lieth, brought upon the Lords People, 
and faithful Labourers, and their Holy Profeſſion, may 
be Rouled and Waſhed away. 

But before: we proceed to make william. Rogers mani- 
feſt by his late Fruits among us, we think 1t requiſite 

to give ſome ſhort Account of the Subjeq, Occaſion, 
| and 


and preſent ſtate of the Diviſions-mentioned in his Book, 


(9) 
and how williem Rogers is-concerned therein. 


Many of the antient and faithful Brethren of the Nor. 
thern parts, as we are credibly informed, being under an 
Exerciſe in their Spirits, by -reaſon. of the Unfaithfulneſs 
of ſome that walk amongſt them, with Reſpe& to divers 
things, amongſt- whom F. S. F. w. &c. were Intereſted, 


{ they had a godly care upon their Spirits, to make a nar- 


row ſearch and inſpeQtion thereinto, which the Guilty 


| could not; bear, but. ſet themſelves to oppoſe their pro- 
; ccedings ; by which-means 2 greatdifterence aroſe: ſo that 


the Friends'who were zealous againft ſuch as were Back- 


j ſliding from the Truth, and its Heavenly way and Tefti- 
5 monies, remained ſome time under a burthen and exer- 
5 ciſe becauſe thereof. At length, as we are credibly infor- 


+ 


1 formed, the Friends of -the Quarterly Meeting at Kendal, 
| defiring a meeting with F. S. and F. . before them, in 


order to the compoſing the Difference, which was Re- 
jeQed by them. However, thoſe. Friends and Brethren 
ſent to them apain, and alſo ſome of them went to them, 


} andappointeda Meeting, near the place where they were, 


deſiring them to come, but they would not, as holding 
themſelves not obliged to ſubmit to them in that caſe, and 
leaving things under this ſtate of Diſ-reconciliation, 
came intothe South, making their complaints, and ſpread- 
ng their differences, particularly amongſt us at Briſtol, 
where they met with ſome that adhered to them, _ 
thened them, and ſet them up, too forwardly Eſporſone t 

Cauſe upon the alone hearing of their Complaints againſt the 
Friends of the other Party, who were far diſtant from us ; .a- 
.-mo the reſt, wilkam Rogers was an early; Profelite, 
and fo great a Devotee to theſe mens Intereſt, that he in- 


euſtriouſly laboured to Proſelite others there-unto, upon 


B the 


(x5) ; 
the Credit of his: pretended zknowledge: of the ground: 
of thoſe Differences: /\what/an-evil.: Init at, this. man. 
was, from the beginning thereof, in. this City .and elſe- 
where, is. not-allly tobe Related, how he'forſtering' up. 
7. $.and:'7.:w. labouredto ſtave. off the early. endeavours 
andi expedients-/'for - reconciliation, /as- being not altoge- 
ther fuited to; his mind, who was now becbme as a Maſter of | 
this Faction; with: which ſome of this' City: were-like Þ 

_ to be led-afide, whoſe” Souls the Lord: in his Mercy hath © 
Reſcued-out. of the Snare. | ; 
TheIntelligence'of thoſe Differences, ſpreading through -# 
divers. Parts: of | the :Nation, eſpecially where: F. '5i.and | 
7.W. Fravelled and 'Reforted ;; a' Concerniunder the Ap- 7 
prehenfion of the: evil conſequences theredf,;'came: upon? 
lome Antieat Brethrenz'to endeavour a/ſpeedyſtop-there- | 
to,-moved:for a new Hearing; which atlengtivwas agreed # 
toon-all: hands. © Accordingly :a:meetingi was. appoint- | 
cd; ':and! held:at Drawel-in/Pork-hire;/:/Anno-!2676.::to | 
which reſorted ſeveral-of the Ancienr:Frieads: andzBre- 3% 
thren, leavingall- Occaſions and Relations in-loveto God, } 
and carneſt defiresfor-the preſervation of:1tie 'Church's . | 


4 } 


Peace. 61824 2 eff. (G7 ©3.3i0-23 z 
Aﬀer theirgreat--Travel,' and IL then. 
for Reconciliation.and Peace, 'F.S;.and'F. beingibow- |} 
ed-into ſome Degree of Submiſſion, at:lengal+ produce'a | 
Paper-Containing a:Tonvemnaation-againlt themſelves. 5 
It may not' be” amiſs: here to [Relate ont: 1of: Rohis 
_[Narrative, the Charatter' he bath: given-of thei! 
and [Frame of the Spirits of thoſe Brethren at» the 'Mee- 
ting at Dzawel; when they gave forth their!Senceg! and 
Account,” concerning 'the Difference relating+to'F. S.'and 
F-w.; which doth nor-4-little confirm >the Integrity -and 
Soundneſs/of':it, ibeing from: the- Peri of ſo: great iam: Op- | 
poſer and : Villifier, as he hath Manifcſted= himſelf td | 


; The 


| Feat, and ſinerity toy the .barbertng_ them into 


7 as follows. 


7-11) 
The words of of W. , Rogers on the aforeſaid account are, 

| © Manic 
Jn.-all friends. there appearep as-far as-.J couly. per- 
cetve, a ſpirft tattined to: peace and” uftity tn the Truth, 
many hoarts beftig botved Dow, tn the. earnef” veftres 
of their-ſoiuls nix unto-Gvy,..aun that, .in-great 


on at fellowſhip. with theft: biechre 
_ Again, in his account of the Fourth'days Travel, he faith 


" The matter, ſo:gone through, .andenve, the brethren 
waſted, and-great was. the We ECL that was upon their 
ſpirits, £07 a. very cotifnerable-time.; after- ſonie lence 
e beethren choſen” at London, and. many. other 
ER, Tur were not of EG an ſpoke thete 
_ 4ipoht 0 er, not only 
rearing eh fact_betdax them, but alſo to: that ſpirit, 
coding to their. tnward ſenſe, cauſed a-ſepara- 
— to this effect: 

. That they (viz.). (1. S. and] 1. W. Had not kept in U- 

nity with. their. bzethren, as. they ought $0 have done : 
but had let in. jealouſies, doubts and. ſcruples, whereby 
they. had-given_ way. to a ſpſrit of diviſion and- ſepara- 
tort; which ſpirit they did condemn and juvge, yet fo 
as there appeared amongſt the brethzen, a Travelling 
Love and | Life beyond what J can now Declare, that 
they might not be cut off from them, but bzought into 
perfect Unity with them : ſo that at length, the two ac- 
cuſed brethren, being, as J was perfectly ſenſible, readyto 
condeſcend- to their bzethren, therein, ſo far as their 


_ underſtandings were opened, b2ought fo2th this-Jnſutng 


Paper of ſatisfaction to their Travelling —_ and 
the Churches of Chriſt; 1hus far a. ”. | 51.4 ; 


B 2 | Here 


Row 

Here follows their Paper of Condenmation. | 
þ\AE are ſenſible, that in the hour of Temp: 

U $ tation, that. hath appeared through. us, 


which. hath given an occaſion. of offence ta 


the Thurches. of God,, unto. whom the. knowledge of 


the Notthern differences hath come,. and ſince the in- 
ward ſenſe- of. onr ethren; who we- are: ſenſible, have 


a Travel on thetr ſpirits, for pzeſervation of peace and. 


Unity in the Thurch of God,. concerning .us ts ſuch, 
That Jealouſies have entred us, andthat we have been. 
at ſomtfmes exerciſey. in. things, tending to. oppoſe. 
Friends in the- pzactice 'of thoſe things, that they teſft- 
W, ne, commendable. a ld Curry nity D uy. are. 
02ry that any weakneſs ſhould appear inus to give occa- 
Sri, ſion fo2 ſuch offence, , ahd as 
t ſatisfaction to our beethren, 
and the Church of God tn ge- 
He 10 pleaſe Chi : neral, we.do from the. very bot- 
fn? manifeſt deceit and Sypocri- tom of our hearts convemn. 
+ ſh that ſpirit; whether it.hath ap- 
peared inus 02 any; that hath given offence tothe Church of 
Ood in general, 02 that oppoſe the over of the. Goſpel, o2 
any- faithful Brethren in the practice of thoſe things they 
believe. are their- Duty. 


This paper being ſent to fome Friends in divers parts of 
the Nation, for the ſatisfaftion of ſuch to whom- the. 
knowledge of the differences had come ; the endfor which 
1. was given forth F. S. and F.YY. were offended at it, 


ft How comes it to paſs, that 
there is now nothing In all this, 
and that it isno better than a 
Kattle 10 pleaſe Children? is not 


let themſelves:to extenuate (or take off) the weight of? . 


Iitnotowning it according to the common acceptation-of 
A condemnation of themſelves therein.; confeſſing, rhey 
owned the Paper, but in a3ther ſence, than againſt themſelves: 
Notwithſtandiag, what it plainly imports, and they: 

IF | EW: 


» 
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w. 


do 5 is 9h, vV ,1 vY wy 


ig; (r3Y | | 
knew the Brethren' took © it-for; and william Rogers, who' 
confeſſed he drew it for F. $. and F.#. Reported,: there 
was nothing in it; and*rhat the moſt innocent man-a- 
mongft us might- own. it, and never hurt hinielf; and 
that it was no better than a Rattle to pleaſe Children: 
implying, thoſe Friendsand Brethren Aſſembled at Drave?, 
he hath, as before Recited out of His own Narative; given: 
ſuch a Charater of: and theſe things. we have proved al- 
ready by ſufficient Witneſſes, out.of his own mouth, in- 
ſtead of bringing forth Fruits of Peace and Humiliation,, 
the faid'F. 8: and*F: w. having dealt thus un-ſincerely with 
the Brettiren; begana new Quarrel with them that were - 
concerned in the hearing and declaring the judgment of 
the Spirit of Truth, at Drawe/, concerning the differen- 
ces,, &c. calling their Account, a Iying Narrative, and' 
charging them- with 'doing wiekedly by: them; both by 
word and writing; W: . alſo joining with them; who by 
this time began to be deſperate, and' warmly to.engage” 
in their Quarrel; and in defence of their pretended -n0- 


1 cency, they ſet themſelves to oppoſe and Exclaim-againſt 


the proceedings of: the Brethren at Drawel-Heetiny, with: 


y many opprobrious terms, in-perfe& contraries' to the Cha-' 


rafter w. R. had before given thereof; all whick things + 
have-been made appear at large. And inſtead of break- 

ing up their-feparate-Meeting; or clearing themſelves of- 
them (which' is-a publick Enſign of Diviſton; and Re-- 


; proach to the Truth) and inſtead of making-void their” 


Subſcription, tending to a ſeparation, both' are continued '* 
with 7.S. and F. #s names thereto, whereby ſome have- 
been encouraged in the Diviſions : and fo far have they. 
made void (as to themſelves the benefit of all the Tranſ® 
aCtions. of- that Meeting at 'Drawme/, "Andinow becauſe 
the Friends of Truth, cannot be at Peace and Unity with” 
them in their-work of Separation and Diviſion ; bur keep 
the Spirit of ſound judgment upon - that dividinz y__ 
and 


airto—n_—_— — —— 
pete 


, —_ - | 
and are at. a diftance from them, .until:they Repent, and 
. be Recanciled, therefore, are they, diſquieted. ' 
'. And. as-for' 14/liem Rogers their furious: Warrier, and 
whom they. have;permitted-to Fght-their Battells for them 
ia} the Lamb's followers, we :;have-look'd upon him 
of lite, a5 i! Man Tormented in, Spirit, under; the dilap- 
Pointmengs; he;-hath , met. wart kn; his WAY 0B | tag 908 
41:2... - Hand;;innot being able. to, Ef- 
es hare De an fect. that Miſchief of Diviſiowand 
Deſign, . but his: words alſo very '' F eparation,, whichboth! publick- | 


quently to be what he would . LE LE þ win 
| MD  npliſed aro as 1y,- and;privatdly,; he hag Lar 


fo 2, 2.4... - boured to bping.to pals: ani this | 
City, about thoſe. Men; and -on:the other: Hand, finding 
the Cauſe of his Party, whom under pretence of Crying; 
down Man, he hath induſtriouſly Laboured to Exalt Man 
or, Men above,., as. well. as againſ};,their- Brethren, . not- 
withſtanding, all.: his Endeavours, Manifeflly. to; Dedline, 


+. 


-not only. in the. General, but in! the Conſcieaces.of ſome: 
from amongſt. themſelves, as by divers Teſtimonies: un- | 
- der. many. of their Hands, ſhewing how they were Be- | 


trayed, and Led aſide from the Antient Unity, to:joya 
10, a-Subſcription. of Party with F. Story, and. F. wilthin- 
ſon, may' be made appear. | | | | 

And now, as to: the utmoſt Miſchief, #. R. is able to | 
do,. he hath in the Bitterneſs and Envy of his Spirit-and | 
Power of Darkneſs, with which of late he hath been AQ- 
ing,, Printed his moſt ſcandalous' and abuſive Book, which 
he. had long threatned to bring forth, and which is now 
come Abroad ; and ſo Wicked, that we muſt needs fay, 
though we-knew the Mans lofty Spirit, and expeQed: no 
other than bad from him; yet we are ſotry for his ſake, 
at what he hath. brought forth, it being ſo Monſtrous, 
and Confuſed, and abundantly ſupplyed with moſt grie- 
vous Falſehood, wicked Perverſions, and MiC-repzc- 
ſentations of many Faithful and- Innocent Men, who tru- 


ly 


4 


'f 
@21 
fear God, though'he | hatli"for the \-m6R- -part omitted 
FT err Names; which" we tile" not £0/be ont (of any 'Fa- 
[your or Kindneſs/in him\*towaids ſuch ; [but rather” vih- 
der Apprehenſion, that the Eminency, of divers of rhem, 
cnes of vl the Credit of their Integrity in-the'Conſci- 
p- roy cp of all Qualities and Degrees, - would have 
Jad diſſerted' his Cauſe! and-for as: muth as. 
fn, Nf cit ok work "to' us, thar 'the'Generallity 6f 'the'People 
d ff called MNuakers'in this Nation (ſome few here and there, 
:- | 4n ſome Countries 'excepred) are at' Unity with -rhoſe 
a- | Brethren in' their Feſtimony againſt -this Ly --+ :and 
is - Tok of Dfiviffot, Wrllinm Rogers is now princi Hy-con- 
= cexned in, ang for which thoſe Brethren 'are f0-villified 
-and- abuſed in Williged Roges#' hi Books: we cannot but look 


s apon ſuch his Injurixs' and Reproaches,-to exterid through 
+ | them; to the'Body of the'People! called'Duakers :m- this 
"_ Fenn + their Holy? | thereby-proſtrated to 
4 publick Tgnothify "ah Contempt of the 'opettaid | 
y Pact | Enkenies + of the*Fruth;" ho en "be to00 apt to'be- 
Lieve what he' Writeth * which' being  oely conſidered, 
* let all that have theFear'of od before their Eyes, "Judge 


ahether the Man; Hat is'Gullty of thee ings, -can be 
xightly Efteemed 2 Txue- Chrtlbigh' Qtiaker,' We ha- 
| ving'thus gwven4 ſhort; but true Account of the Occafion, 
4 | Subject, Proceedings, and Continuance &f thepreſent Dif- 
" ferences, ſhalf proceed to fay! ſomething - of william Ro- 
h | #5 lis late behaviour amongſt*'us,*in this' City; © © ! 
” ->His Our tiotls twith' Reſpett to his Profeſſion)of be- 
ing/a True Chiſltitit Quaker," is that we are concerned 
o | about; andto/layhim open, asthey have been plentifully 
Manifeſted to-us;' by: his behavi jour of late: Years; atnongſt us 

£ in*this City, to ou? Great Grief and Exerciſe. ' Knowrhen, 
thir whitever 5 hal b Rogers Hath fottrierly been, orwhate- 
ver he's yet accounted to be, 'by any that taketh Part with 
Kitn, '& hath mad&hini'as a Her & Captain in this late a” 
E-+*, O 


ETD) "\ 
of Strife, and ;Di3wiſien, fromthe Antient Unity and; Fel- 
Jowſhip!in the Truth ;, which the Lord through. his Good- 
aclf5, and; Merey, hath put a,great:;{tqp ynro;, and Hedged 
up: their Way; and.is now cauſing /the Rebellious laſtru- 

- ments thereof to Wither.and Blaſt, and become as !{zſave- 
12 Sale, fit for nothing, bus to be trodden under the Feet of Men. 
.:; And for ſuch, whohave any. Tenderneſs jand, Singeri- 
ty. remaining in them. towards the Lord, and-his: Peop'e:; # 
ſuch the Lord hath Gathered, and'is Gathering/out from | 
amongſt them; . eſpecially ig ſome of the Northers Parts, | 
where this Divifon firſt Sprang and. Aroſe.: We lay, Þ 
whatever william, Rogers may be accounted.of;:: by ſuch as * 
take part with-him:. 7 74 + bc 4; 15:2 | 
We, whoſe Names are: Subſcribed to this ſmall Trea- | 
tiſe (being his Nejghbours). have by frequent Experience, | 
known many times:to our Grief and Sorrow; and there- | 
fore. .in Truth ,and Righteouſneſs, -and. in Sincerity of | 
Heart, we :declare,;that he is a Man of a Heady, 3illfal, | 
high-Minded, Unruly, Paſſionate, and. Furious Spirit ; and ® 
therefore cannot be Juſtified: For the Sway of his Fury | 
ſhall be his Deforpition if he Repent wat... ... | 
|. We have: known him upon. frequent Occafions, to be | 
ſo very Extravagant- with -his -Tongue, as - well as: his 
Pen: {which ' we doubt not but in time. will be unde- ? 
- niably Manifefted' in his Book) inſomucah,. that his ma- | 
ny ſlanderous Aſſertions have long ſince been but of lit- 
tle Credit. with u#:- and therefore,  we-.conclude; wh # 
the Apoſtle, His Religion is warn, and whateyer>hus talk 
of Religion and Chriſtianity 'is, it is Manifeſt 'to us, it | 
conſiſts more -in his Hearn, than in his Þeart; and ſo 
indeed. is a: Stranger; to the Life of it, he. being alive-in 
the contrary Nature: |. And truely, he bath long. been-, 
. Burthen, not only tous (but as we have too much Caufe 
to. believe) to ſome Hundreds in this City, by his ve- 
Ty rude and clamorous Behayiour, at: our Mens Meet- 
| ings, 
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3, 25 well as publick Meetings, wherein we account 
he'hath been the chief Inftrument of the great Diſtur- 
\firu- | bance and Diſorder, that hath been at ſometimes therein 
/ava-f| Manifeſted ; though with no ſmall Impudence he now 
Men, | makes mention of ir in. his Book, without taking Shame 
zo himſelf , but Aſſigning to others what himſelf was Guilty 
* of, as one chief caulc of the preſent Publiſhing the Things 
'Z contained in his Book; and having thus diligently, boch 
arts, | fought, cauſed, and took occaſion, he now vents the Bit- 


Gay, terneſs that is in his Heart, which we believe is Nauci- 
h Is ous and Offenſive to them that truely Fear God among(t 
-- -> 14 ts © N - , by - 
Tea- 7 We think. it not neceſſary, particularly here to Recite 
nce, 8 . the many Abuſes of his laviſh Tongue, together with his 
] 'S þ 


* Frequent, Rude, Inſolent, ang Imperious Behaviour, at our 
of { Mens Meetings, as the Natural Eftetts of thoſe his Qua- 
 lifications before Mentioned, wherein, and whereby he 


vas Z . hath from time to time, Induſtriouſly Laboured to cauſe 
Fury S 2 Separation amonglt us. - 


li Neither do we think it neceſſary at preſent, to parti- 
\ be | cularize his Pzofane Speaking concerning the Power 
his | 9f God, no more than we have already done, concer- 


o__ ning his Horrible unſincere Dealing with the Brethren at Dra- 
ma- well, both proved out of. his own Mouth, unleſs requi- 


lic- & Ted thereto; and the Reaſon why we fo think it not ne- 

| ceflary at Preſent, is not only for that it would Render 
2k | vs much the Larger, and the Credit of our Teſtimony, 
notgſtrialy Requiring it; but becauſe ſome of us have 


| Fa already, both by Word and Writing, ' Charged him home 
_ with divers of theſe things; ſo that he is not Ignorant of 
ths them, for which we could never have any SatisfaCtion, 
af> | <ither publick or private, to this day; in ſuch Caſes of 
ve | Charge againſt him, his way and manner hath been, 


and. we Judge 1t is according to his Principles, To Refuſe 
the Submitting ſuch matters to the Hearing, Judgement, and 
C Deter = 
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Determination of Friends of the Meeting, indefinitely Aſﬀens- 
bled in « RR ard Method, asis Eftabliſh*tamongſt us, 
for the ftrengthning the Good, 8 Reproof, 8& Diſcourage- 
ment of the Evil and looſe Walkers. But his Manner is in 
ſuch Caſes. to urge, The Chooſing ſo many Men on each Part, 
like as if the Caſe were about an Horſe or Cow ; a ſub- 
tle Method of his, to ſhelter the Head of the Tranſgreſ- 
ſor from the ſtroke of Righteous Judgement: A practice 
he hath been of late too Eminently Guilty of in our Mee- 
tings, to the Grief of the Upright: For the Tranſgreſſor 
will be ſure to Chuſe ſuch, as are like himſelf, and of party 
with him, to ſland by him to the Uttermoſt ; and -this et- 
feats but Confuſion. Thus it appears, it was not with- | 
out Cauſe, that william Rogers hath ſtood up fo Zealouſ- | 
ly for Liberty, and ſome of his Adherents-agatinff Bonth-. | 
Iy- and Quarterly Beetings, which called them in Que- 
ſtion for their back-ſliding : ſeeing they, if they ſhould. | 
ſubmit to ſuch Meetings, are likely to have their Fleth- | | 
Iy Liberty Reſtrained, or. to be publickly Judged, and. | 
Difowned for it; and this is the Reaſon in the Ground 
and Bottom whatever contrary Pretences they make that _ 
WR. &c. are fo difquieted, & of his Exclaiming in his book 
againſt the Godly Care and Zeal, of the faithful, under 
— black CharaQters of perſecution, impoſition, and the. 
like. | | . 
Theſe things. conſidered, wecannot but admire at the 
confidence of . Rogers in the 27th. page of his Preface, 
wherein he ſaith, He bleſſeth God, that hath fopreſervetthins, 
by the Arm of his power, as that none of his y 5, have, 
fo far as he knew, laid any thing to his charge, but for things 
wherein he hath afted (though miſrepreſented by them) to keep 
4 Conſcience void of offence towards God. ans 
We:whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, having heard - 
the foregoing relation of WI. Rogers, his being of a headp, 


felf-wilfy, unruly, and paſſionate ſpirit, of his Lavith, and | 


abuſive 


raw) 

abuſive totigue, rude Tarriage, and behaviour in meet- 
ings of late} years amongſt us,*: do hereby  certifie, 
ge- that to our knowledge, the Characer given of him 


Sin therein is true, and that we alſo have many times, toour 
wt, great grief and exerciſe, been eye, and ear witneſſes of 
ub- his being notoriouſly guilty therein, to the great ſhame 


reſ- of his" profefſion, witneſs our hands. Dated in 3rifto!, 
ice the 16th of the-6th Month, 1681. 


ee- | 

ſor Lawrence Steel, | Sampſ. Copſgarne, | Peter Young, 

rity | Fohn Moone, | fohn Cowlinge, hmm argpote. ar 
et- ' Fobn Bainton, | fohn Higgins, william Rouch, 

th- | Henry Diddicott, | Fohn Barnes, Thomas Bayley, 

uſ- F . Pant Moone, | Williams Minor, | Richard Philips, 

h-. | Charles Fones, | | 

e- 

Id # Here follows. the - Epiffle 'before mentioned under 
h- * TW; Rogers8&Arther Eaſtmeads hands; together with di- 
1d | vers brethren, who ſtill keep their habitations in the U- 
d | - nity of the Spirit and power. of God, given forth from 
at | the yearly Meeting, fince the beginning of the Diviſions, 
& in the North, as TU. Rogers confefleth by the date 
- 2 thereof, in the ſecond page of his'preface, and is a ma- 
G. nifeft Reproof to that Spirit of Srrif and Diviſion, then 


at work; as alſo a diſcovery againſt whom, and what 
” the inftruments ' thereof did then, and do ſtill oppoſe 
, | themſelves, into the miſchief of which ſpirit, and work, 
rw. R. himſelf is of late fallen, ſo that he muſt bear his 
4 -own judgement, and condemnatiag. 
2 Thou art inexcuſable O man ! whoſoever thou art, that judgeſt. 
> For wherein thou judgeth another, thou condemneſt thy ſelf. 
| For thou that judgeſt, doſt' the- ſame things. But we. are 
i ſure, that the judgement of God is according to Truth 4- 

gainft them hich commit ſuch thinzs, Rom. 2. 1. 28. 


C 2 - The 


reader. 
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The Epiſtle, with the following Marginal obfervagions, 
is here.commended to the Conſcience of the: imparcga. 
London the 26th 3d month, 1673. 


Dear Friends and Brethren, 


-m He Lord our God having by his.Eternal Power, 
T raiſed up, and peeſerved many. faithful, and. living; 

Witneſſes of his bleſſed Truth, until this Day ; 
doth fo2- the Converſion of many from- Darkneſs ta 
Light, and for the bijilding up, Effabliſhment and Com- 
fozt thereinby his own Living Woz of Life and Recon- 


« This was at the yearly, or 
general Mecting ; which Meet- 
ing, was then Approved by W.X. 
butnow Smitten at by W. &, an 
the, Members thereof, as con- 


fiſting of an uncertain Number ' 


of uncertain qualified Perſons 
f.1, f. 7. and yet:in the ſame 
Page, undertakes to Aﬀign ſume 
af the following Qualifications, 
Yiz, Falſe Accuſers, Men-pleaſers, 


#nd many of them Lovers of Prehe-. 


1inence, and time Servers, that. 
tukeg that.as an opportunity t0 appear 
xnto ethers, that which they are not 
in» themſelves; and do take upon 
ther, to call themſelves 4 general 
Meeting. See his Confuſion, and 


Self-contradiction, both in word: 


and practice, 


hiv. were, and ar 


ciliation. - And. having alſo ſig- 


fially Bleſſed * this pzecioug Dp- 


poztunity of our aſſembling. to- 
gether, with His gloztous pee- 
ſence, power and Yajeſty, ma- 


_nifeſt amongſt us, which -ma- 


of £ - 


1y were, and are Eye witneſſes 
of,” and in_ the unſpeakable. 
ſenſe thezeof, many have been 
ag melted, and their. hearts ex- 


 ceedingly* byoken, - ati - thet 


fouls overcome, and _*Ddeeply 
affected with Gods unſpeakable 
goodneſs and power, 'love-and. 
life, ſo plentifully. ſhed abzoad. 
amongſt us, and inour.hearts, 


itt the ſenſe whereof our: hearts are open, and affected 
towarvs you. all, eveff-in the ſame dear, and tender 
love and life, that is abundantly ted forth unto us, 
and from which our ſalutatipn fs to. all our dear Friends, 
bethren,andStſters,in this and other nations ; having the 
General State of. the Churches, and-people of God 0: 
pened. unto us, with a tender care upon our. hearts, - 

II WEE ann. 
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and breathing of our ſouls, that they all may grow, 
p2ofper, and be p2eſerved in Unity, Peace, and good or- 
der, that divine life and vertue may Keign, and abun- 
dantly flow over and through all, to the Repleniſhment, 
and unſpeakable comtozt, that you may keep out the 
Enemy in all his appearances, that would make di- 
viſions, and diſturbanees .in the Churches ; fo2 at 
this time the Enemie fs buſie, and  fecretly at 


work fo2 that end, to- make 
ds rents, endeavouring thereby to 
bring the open oppoſers, and 


| adverſaries of Truth over: it is 


that ftrife, © diviſion may beffir- 
revamongſf our ſelves, that they 
deſire and watch fo2 ; and there- 
foze where any. are inſfruments 
thereof, they ſerve not the 
Lord Jeſus Chriff: but the E- 
nethy, c They that make divt- 
ſions, and cauſe offences, con- 
trary to the Goſpel, gnd that 


| ſeekto ſow diſcozd amongſt bte- 


thren, are not only to be 'mark- 
ed, but the Lo2d will make them 
manifeſt, and his power will 
bzing them under, and debaſe 
them, as it hath done (and 
will do) that ſpirit that is guil- 
ty of jealouſfies, Evil-ſurmi- 
lings,' whiſperings, and hard 
ſpeeches agatnft- the brethren, 
and faithful- Labourers in the 
Lords work; itis theaccuſer of 
the brethren that ſtrikes at their 
Teſtimony, and ſeeks to un- 

| dermine. 


b Note, the end and occaſion of 
this Epiſtle, agamſt the Rents 
and Diviſionsthen on Foot : and 
now Eſponſed by William Rogers, 
to the Gratifying the Enemy, 
and bringing the open Oppo- 
fers, and Adverfaries of Truth 
over us, formerly judged, but- 
now practiſed by Wilam Ko- 
gers, witneſs his whole Bo k, 
made publick to the yiew of the - 
World. 


c Mark, the very Character of 
Willam Rogers his Work and Spi- 
rit, and his Judgment agai:.ﬀt: 
all ſuch as. are Guilty of theie 
things, whch now includes him- 
ſelf in chief,. Witneſs not only 
his Offence agaiait ſuch like Ex- 
hort- tions, as excinding of Jea- 
louftes, and having an Eye to 
the Brethren, Preface, p. 6. but . 
alſo his own evil Surmizes, and 
hard Speeches in this Bouk, a-- 
gainſt many ef theſe very Bre- 
thren, with whom he joyned in 
the Epiſtle ;- and many othec 
faithful Labourers in the Lord's- 
Wcrk, though moſt of them 
are not particularly Nominated, 
whom he terms Up-ſt rts, In- 
n)yaters, . Adherents to G. F. 
48+ 3: of his Preface ; Infinua- 
ting moſt grievous and faiſe 
Charges againſt them, as the 
main Deſign of his Book, ren- 

dring . 


ring them Apoſtates, falſe Accu- 
ſers, Impoſers, Perſecutors, Exer- 
ciſong Gentilian Lordſhip, blind 
Obedience, Setting up an out- 
ward Direfory, Orders, Innou4a- 
tions, Preſcriptions, Decrees, and 
what not; ſeeking thereby to 
Undermine, and to beget a dif- 
eſteem, ani ſlight of their Telti- 


- - mony, Se= how'this Man is now 
found in the very Pradtice of - 


thoſe things he-once Condemn'd; 
whereby, out of his own Mouth 
he is Judged;being like the Dog, 
returned to the Vomit ; and the 
Sow that was Waſhed, to her 
Wallowing in the Mire. - 


( "oug 


dermine to beget a vieſſeems: 


and ſlight of them init, which a+ 
verſary muſt be watch't agatuſt, 


and fo2ever caſt down and out x 
and we are aſſured from the 
Lo2d, that all ſowers of viſco2d, 


-accuſers of the faithful brethren, 


flighters and unvervaluers-of 
their Teſtimony aud gifts,  ſeif- 
ſeckers, CWhiſperers,: Back-bt- 
ters, and- all ſelEwifled- any 


. ſelferalted . ſpirits, .Gop- welk 


abaſe them, hts-eterna] power 


will wozk them under, and .all that which offends, ſhall 
be removed, Gods pure ' power is at-wozk, refining, 
throughly purging his flooz, and ſanctifying his Church. 
and people, that there may be. no-- rent, - no2 

but that the Lozd may be one, and his name one, amongſt 


us ; and bleſſed are you, that keep to- your firſt love; 


d Had William Rogers been of 
this Spirit, and continued, we 
had never ſeen his contrary 
Work of Darkneſs and Confufj- 
on; but this he is far:from ; now 
having approved himſelf an ut- 
ter Enemy, Villifer, - and Op- 
poſer of Chrif*s Rule and Go- 
vernment in his Members; in- 
ſomuch, that the very Term it 
ſelf (viz.) Church-Government 
is become an Offence unto him, 
as may appear in Divers parts 
of his Book, particularly Pag. 45. 


. of part the Firſt, 


and retain your integrity to the 
enn, 4Dh, dear friends . any 
beethren# watch jn the: light: a- 
gain(t all the enemies wiles, awd: 


pray fo2 the peace of Jeruſalem, 


that ſhe may be "een in her 
beauty and - ſplendo?, o2 as a 
City without bzeaches, that 
peace m& remain within her. 
walls, and p2oſperity' withinher; 
pallaces 3 Dh! let it be the ge- 
neral care of all our b? 


to whom the Low hath committed an overſight tn the 
Churches, to keep things quiet, and in good o2der by the 
power and wifvom of God, who is not the Author of con- 


fuſion; but of peace; and that the publick affairs of Enid 
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nanared, and carried on ft the fame power and wif 
dojn,-which is pure, and peaceable that all in Þumiljty 
may ſttbmit to- Chris Rule and Government in a ſpirit of 
meekneſs « conveſcenſion; keep out all roughneſs, harfh- 
neſs, one towards another, and all ſelf rule, and dominf- 
on, that fs not of the life, * but fn the will of the fleth, 
and let all this be kept down fo2 ever, and. no ffrange 
fire be kindled among you, no2 in your meetings any 
eager Ar TEN muſt not ns 9 . ; 
elelt w , 02 foon angry, e This is the very Temper and - 
no2 given to haſte 02. paſſion, Nt Gl LIN 
no2 any ſhortneſs or bitleneſs :; 
fo2 (ſuch keep not- fn a ſound mind, no2 in Ddif- 
cerning, ether of true jurgment- o2 mercy, which are 
both to be exerciſed, among you, as the ſpirit of life o- 
peneth to you the conditions and ffates, to which they 
p2opekly belong ; fo2 as all looſeneſs, DifozderfÞ walking, 
any ſcanyalous converſations and p2actices, muſt be 
feverely rep2oved, and*judged out, eſpecially amongſt 
them that are convinced of the pectous Truth, and 
the gufity to bear their own judgment, ard durhenr 
ſo [tkewiſe mercy and fozgiveneſs, muſt be extended ta 
fach as having been over-taken with a fault, comes to 
feel a trite tenderneſs in their hearts through judg- 
ment, and to receive counſel that they may be p2eierved in 
fear and watchfulneſst and let not Judgments, and 
Ceftimonies againſt miſcarrtages and offences be made 
7mo2e publick, than the miſcar- 
rfagegare, to harden thoſe that ;,/ Ly on Matters allege in 
y, and give the avverſa- and others by Name, were true, 
ries. of Truth advantage to H; W dogh ig agree with is ae 
throw dirt upon friends ; but gone 0s he a8 a0ne 
be careful and tender fo? the See how he condemns that in 
truth anv friends in that mat- _ Th which y alloweth-. in 


ter, and endeavour tofave the 
wo cauls : 


"himſelf in defiance of the Friends 


Co» I EAR ECO Act Er cn _— 
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ſouls even of thoſe. that are tempted, and drawn 
aſide : as alſo that pztvate differences that happen 


amongſt any friends 02 bzethren, be ended by ſome few 
fn the wiſvom and counſel of God, with as much. pzi- 
vacy as may be, without troubling o2 diſturbing the 
publick meetings, 02 Churches with them, and without 
publick reflections upon. perſons, whete the difference o2 
offence on efther hand, is not notorious o2 ptiblickly ma- 
nifeſt, but beſt to be ended paſvately, both fo2 the pye- 
ſervation of them who are concerned therein, and the 
preventing of ſuch occaſions, as may either fumble 

the weak, cauſe confuſion, o2 
give the woald occaſion to £ re- 
poach frienvs and Truth, 
And friends, we do deſire that 
all differences may be endey, 
in the ſeveral Counties, where 
they do arife ; - and that the 
honour of God, and the peace .of the Church, may be 
minded both by thoſe who cauſe it to be” defamed, 
and thoſe who' are to determine, and that none joyn 
with ſuch: a ſingular- ſpirft as 
would lead him to. be * ſole 


'£ It's a very little matter what 
-becomes of the Honour of Truth, 
.and the Holy Profefſionthereotf, 

with W. KR: now, who hath ſet 


thereof, under the Notion of 
Apoltates a@Innovyators. 


þ This W. R. is not a little guil- 
ty of, in frequently Refuſing to 


refer his Matters, and Acqui- 
eſce in the Judgement of a, free 
Meeting of Friends; a:d when 
- he hath upon Occaſion agreed 
to ſuch a Meeting, he hath made. 
it his buſineſs to I with 
the Judgement and Determina- 
tion thereof, as in the Caſe of 
Robert Barclay, more particular- 
ly obſerved hereafter : See his 
Back-flidings, and Condemning 
himſelf now, in. that which he 
Allowed not formerly. 


rity of Govs power, he 


judge in his own cauſe, but im 


the reſtozing and healing ſpirit 
of Chriſt, both ' the pe Aung 
and the offender may. fo2 the 
truths fake ſubmit to the pow- 
er of God in hfs people, in 
thoſe Titys, place, 02 Countryg, 
with ſuch. friends, as the par- 


ties concerned ſhall call to 


their Aſſiſtance. 
And Friends, let the Autho- 


avenly apd peaceable Wigdom, 


be 


eraoTeinony jn bebalf of the 


5 FF: Order and Government in 


e Church of Chrift ; and'G,-F.. . 
as onE'more particularly Inſtra-, . 
mental therein; as that which 
Anſwered Gol's Witneſs in All, 
compared with the-CharaQter of 


», him and it, in W, &. his Book, 


would' require large Obſeryati- 
ons ;. to which, . we. give generaF 
Referente, but. - may, inftance.,a- 
*F Paſſages Wn ag. 45. of the 
part, he caith, We are Jea- 
lous (but who that wWe- 1s, . he 
doth not ſay). the Corruption, 
Uſurpation, and ;Ibjuſtice;m 


I Is ns 


NT DE: 
" r Ser 
it to: his Light 
p to, and in oz 
ver. 0 Iifver 7 .g2eat Rule 
and Law. of the of Life, 
fromit:; And they. 


that are Spiritual, willacknow- 
ledge thoſe things ſpoken Xx: 


CO 


with Reſpe& to $orwths) Forms 
of Government, fince the Form 
muy take to Govern, is in ſome 
ReſpeR, —_ than ns 

; dye 


x 
kJ 


&, How. doth this ' with 
his Advice in the Epiſtle ? and; 
Whats the matter now ? Is the 
'Conftitution of the Government 
owned amongſt the. People cat- 
led mg and the helps af- 
forded. thereby., ,which he fo 
much Commended formerly, 'as 
having a Service in a Subten- 
dency to the Light, and' aspro- 


_ ceeding fronrit, now becomeal- 


tered, or ceaſed, and'worſe than 
; the Apoltate Chriſtians God 
* forbid ) and Rebuke his 1ying 
Spirit ? what were thoſe Digns- 


e+ fame "he (05 ponretn'”. | 
: ke "fo much Contempt up- 
on.*. Ang is. the : Encourae * 

| ' the i 'of.' God 
dbeepiyy rt to," H SUSE. 
contrary, exalted, "OpPo-- 
"Spirits; ny b become bas 
= On. ye 


eel | a 
ns no eric: 


tion,” 'Or. 'Ss og, 
54 7 than. Chri by: us 42 4) 
be: King - and” Lawgi YE | 


Kris ad" Ove 
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lais Ob Rn ana ef Mens Lines, ind 
- pretended. Ditates of the. Spirit, hi 
x that one Mar - George \F0x;* 25" is Contai a: 
bs ke! Chlnge is in _ ro 

ra and found 
; ou 1 Deſtroying. what- he, 


. What is the matter that d;?ſo0'+ nach Unity "with * Georoe' 
Foxy, and-adbered to» hiw'in) the” he. du v exly,-.and' now  {@ bitter y. 


Smatettis{ anti Inveighs:agaiuſt neſs ol Coe \'2 Chans” 
g6d). Maps: ;Noz: Thoalfarts. caf 0s tot the :) Oh $b4v os FE! Conſtic ; 
ages 9; =vah pros ny er-in the" Power /an ngfalil 
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Soak -_ 1 Mate, if is nat lotende. oath 


.. bide init, gives them to ſee, and 
'* have Unity one with: another, 

> and with the Dodtrine, Counſel; 

aud Inſtruction, which he Im- 
mediately opens, & gives forth, 

in, & by, his Faithful Servants, 

in whom he more fully o-' 
pens lis Divine Counſel; unto 
whom, he- hath. committed © a 
 Diſpenſation of the Everlaſting 
Golpel of: Peace, .who faithfully 
Labanr in the Life and Do&rine: ” 
- of Chriſtianity ; and therein are 

: good-inſtrumental Helps in Go- 
vernment; '. 370 


aa. 4 m It had been well for W' X/if 
od ; heeverhad this Dominion, that . 
ſee © and no othet; thatthe BrEthren' 


ſeek, and are Exerciſtd -in, for / 
DE ECTS 
# wy id = ; F 3 , 18 r 
-4.: || COayes, which oppoleth the jc. who tnoweth the Se- 
ly. & Power, and would wozk Df- crets-0- att” Hearts ,;; and will: 
an- and lead into cozrupt ptead with W* &. in his Righte-" 
[27Y viſion , £ ; ' ous [udgements,fof being 
ic. Liberty; yet *tis no Domint- ;> the wrong Spirit, that a 
2 | 9n aber; your: Faith, that-we-- rm or ou 
ſeek, :but that. we may-be Þelp- 1.0. 


of NU Ob 
of -l ers of: :Joy: ft the-Loed'; Fo Ds © 
E- and 500-06 piligent Co-wozkers; together. in:the- Faith) 
os; } and Love-of:God, mr noma a EE 
I Cot Ons Mates, an) ine-all"Brethten.nt Pity) 


who te-the-iLewof't e RC IPA ma 7 
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- now- as. an open Enemy to the CIetY, 02 Would break our Unt- 
| Truth, and Heavenly Society ty with the Paince of Peace, 


| red nhl pwn particular., e.-jubjea: ;; be 


retard oy lenge Faithful op Aero ns 
Golpel, and Þelpers in yon to: Bil-repreſent 
ſuch, as aiming at any other Ends and Jntereffs than 
Chiift's Jntereſt and Government over all, which Goy 
is Reco, we are clear from ſeeking 02 claiming at a- 
x How came W. &. by this Au- ny other. And in his * Autho- 
thority and Power, to give tity and Power , we ffandTUtt- 


' Judgement againſt fuch Works, neffſes againſt that Spirit fo:e- 


and Workers, and deny, and 4. both tn our open and ſe- 
I with it now ? Is it-not d 

Manifeſt to be, becauſe he hini- cret - Enemies, Which gi 5 

ſelf is fallen into the ſame Snare, Smites at our - Heavenly: / So- 


not only of being. Secret, but 


therein. And we are perſwa- 

ded, if he Repent not, the time | who is our- Dead and: 
will come, when he will _ ' ver; unto whom Thoones, . 
own Judgement, as it is already 

feen fo the Faithful, to be Ve- Powe | ns, Principallities, atm 


Bo 

ry: fo? ett; unto whoſe Power 
and Government we commit you all, MIO | and 
endeared Love, Reſt 


\ Your Dear Brethren 2. ah 


william Roqers. 
Authur Ealmead.. 
William Penn, | Edward Brown, | Charles Lloyd, 


James Hall, - | James Claypoole, | Richard Almond, ” 
George Coal, - | Robert Barclay, || Robert Cary, | 
Char Marſhal, T-John Cox, Thomas Green, 
William Gibſan, | James Merrick, . | JohaAnderdon, 


John Moone,  '' | Thomas Briggs, Alexander Parker,. 

Jotin Langſtaff, "| Morgan Watkins; | John Whitehead,” 

ET RortnlD, John !Rauce,' | William Brend, 8 ; 
Nth To n 


- 


, - 
pr "4 


| Joby Bauldren, [Stephen Criſp, -- [Thomas Salthouſe;! 


_Truth'in our hearts, an 
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Will, Fallowfield,|John Grave, _ [Samuel Wattſon, :: 
Samuel Cater, _jGeorge Whitehead, Luke Howard, . 
James Adamſon, . [Jaſper Batt, 


we defire the true: Copies hereof may be Communi-: 
cated to, and Read in” the. ſeveral Quarterly,: 
Monethly, and other Meeting s, of Friends -and: 
Brethren throughout England, and elſewhere. - 


Now. if it be queried How cometh it to paſs, that William: 
Rogers #® /o Metamorphoſed or Changed'in 4 few Tears, 45 to; 
appear thus in perfect Contyadittion to himſelf, in judgment: 

ut the ſame things; either he muſt be in tbe right then, and- 
we, now, or coptrarymiſe, in the right now, and wrong 1 
then ? Ee = es 1 ' CT 

The Anſwer accordin 


ny 


to the 'Witneſs of the Spiritof: - 
| perience we. have had of him- 
by his late Fruits; thar Evil (viz. Pyive and Envy) hath + 
altered his Underftanding, and Deceit beguil'd! his Soul, - 
and Prejudice againſt the Lords. Work, and many: of his : - 
faithful Labourers hath Eaten as a Canker untilthe iLove - 
that was once raiſed .in him, came to be gdeſtroy'd : . And * 
now his Soul is ld with: B:zterne/s, in which the! En- 

mity lodgeth, and though his pretences are high, as all his - - 
Predeceſfors in this Work were, in whom Satan was 

Transformed, and wrought in a Myſtery;;''yet with the! 
Light he is ſeen, & judged to be as they alſo werezinthe Py- - 


- ftery of Iniquity's And what;though in his fallen Wiſdom, 


which is Accurſt,. he lifts up himſelf on High, and would 


 havethe World believe,as though Godhad raiſedhimupas - 


 _— 


n 


| whom he-1s perſonally known, That Þe fs not of God ; 


the greatRefozmer of gur Age; yet do we know, and are 
afſfyred with'many hundreds more of the Flockand Fami-- 
ly of God if this City,. and in the Counties adjacent, :to- 


for, 


OE er ret etind 


for, wehave have no not ck tr 
have"rmatle? _ 


Ang 


mel EPO Met TIE Iliye. 
(As ÞHeaer;-J jtvgY we kr mart. Llneizcumci- 
ſed in Blearr and Ears, "y eAicK is judg PIE ona 


juft, & he hath no right, to take u WY words.of Chriſt, 8& 
apply'them to'himſcif; for, be hatfi ed many he hath 
never heard. * ->Chrift ſaid, Prdge 7 Tot Ws. 1 to outward Ap- 
nee, but Judge Righteous ju mnt : ut how void ' 
TWititam Rogers is,” either of the" tne hearing or Judg: 
_ ent, hath been by his Un-Chriſtian behaviour.amo 
_ 'and/by his enum abuſes in his Book (gro 1, 


un Repos | FT) )of by ang t men, 
is rytons "manifeſt." worked: truly we are We: Ke: Pk him, 


thathe* ſhould ſo' backſlide, as he hath done, and fall 
from the right way of the Lord, and. Hoot: -ſteps of. his 
Flock and mily, which he'onee re) oyced in. And it's ye- 
ry' remarkable: to ſee how direaly' 
hith'trodenh”ih the fame foor-fteps Wi everal. & 
pottates that have 'ariſen up from Mfc our ſelves, in 
that, like 'Sau/ againſt David, he hath, ſo malitiouſly le: 
vel'd 'his' Arrows; and caſt his Tavliy againſt that one. 
Man, 6G. F. above all others ; "Joadipg;him as hitherto, 
hath been done” with manifold' FO nies arid Rep 
ches, which the'Lord hath, and we'do bt not, Lia 
will-blaft, and” make his Jnnocency to. appear over. all 
his witked Deſigns; to the confuſion | of his, ang : 
aonetfaries, wharſbever they are, 'or may Preten dio the. 
contrary: 'Atid, the' eaſe thereof, 'we contlude to. be. 
fromthe Enniity of the wicked one, the Son jy Perdition,. 
thar hath entredthe heart of this man, William +; 
- as he hath other Inſtruments formerly, 'where he. bs, 
and is Exalted, ' in a high Profefſion,to the end, that (4 | 
may the better Wert and draw from the Bleſſed Uni- 


k | Hy, 


I> 


o ; F 
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1 | | 
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fage of the.Light agd,Truth, asreveal'd in. our day and 
age,.,W Lax by. NY Hearts of. many Thouſands have been 
gat ered the Evil! 'of their wa £5, gag converted un- 
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Kew been, and 1 is in! rument; = in mu Pant of the 
Lan s For the ſettlement of good Or 4, and  Pifetp tne; an the 
we ch of Chrift; .AS Helps and  Govermments » for its Efta- 
| bliſhment and Coinfort in him, who: is-its fure Foundation, 
and Rock. forever. By ſo,much the more abundantly, hath. 
theEnemy wrought by | his Inſtruments againkt that faithful 
SErTAGt of the Lord, viz. G.F.to hinder.theLoxds,Work,. 
to \ ObRure his bleſſed: APPEArance in hin, andgbroughs 


Vx and among his Choſen People; to ps joy and Com-; 


fort in their Heavenly- Sogiety,; they are; gathered into : 


Ritt the. Lord hath hitherto blaſted their Deſigns, and- 
vs Gi 2: ly magike, {-. he. doth, a N Apna this 
5. {oy fo e for, SR «; rn 4 70 
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et res 1n his Book, and #-/,that, in;the124 and : 
419 Prefaces whgrein-he, fathy../ bas Jorgrpat 
ND, 5 QACrence.; bieth b OR PAEDs CUR A ErEME P4b>.. 


li ; 190k s 4fciP6r 644 " longer fathear 2 defÞÞ3t. ſbontd : 
” re ar, . Pk, PE an d.Life of- Ebriitionity a were whol-- 
ly "exts amongſt the en TIA People. . Wo 


Here, 
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* Here, as in, divers other places of his Book, we.cannor 


, 


"bur Obſerve; that," he claims mianp-to be concerg'd/in 


*Conſience with him in the publiſhing thereof, *chere- 
by magnifying *his Number ; But, who or where-thofe 


- 


are, we knownot'; william Rogers my od Bins had 


pleas'dYor-may. yet, tell us by what Name they 'arecalf'd 


and we would have him know, we'expe@-it:” that"fo, 


we may be able to-ſatisfiy our'felves, vpon a-Yne”Con- 
Gderation of their example in Life and DoQrine, whether 
they are men -more fitly qualified than himſelf, 'for ſuch 


an undertaking; eſpecially if any of them live inthis City, 


becauſe upon . enquiry” hitherto we have not teen” able = 
to-find themour: | It ferns to us, if . #. ha#fſþ*v 
bright, and ſhining lights in the DoQtrine ad Life of 
Chriſtianity, -above the reſt of their Neighbours, (viz. 
the people call'd Quakers, to whom it was become fach; 
a Concern of. Conſcience, as he writes, they ſhould be 
as a City, ſet on a hill, and come forth, and own it 
publickly in the face-of all-people:' but this we are 
doubtful is too plain and open for him, to'talk of many 
in the dark to father a work of. darkneſs, ſeems to car- 
ry: mote+credit with it 'than' to particularize a few as 
Raſb,” Self-willd, and 7wjarious as himfelt, that doth own. 


At | 


Alas, Alas! To what a height gf Folly and Piracle or 
Conceftednefs is [this man arriv'd. The 'Þ2odigy , of 
our Ape, as/it ſhould fern by his Book 'and Bull 
againſt Apoſtacy, now ſhewing' himſelf as an'*By 
the Nation, leſt it ſhould be reputed, that the Doctrine 
and Life of Chriſtianity were wholly Ertina> among the = 
People call'd Quakers. - So 465 cioaaexiI_n 
As to the Life 'of Chriftian##y, we have already mani-* 
feſted how.much he is' a ſtranger to'ir, through his per- | 
verſe Praftices among ts, 'and corrupt Nature Ruling in = 
him, and conſequently, a very unfit man to be ſet up _s ; 
| © 


pgka, 


> > tale & 
Ls 6. 5 Late 


C to great 4 Reformer, or, to concern himſelf fſo- much a 


bout” the miſcarriages of others, as he accounts them, 


Mat. 7. 5. - Thou-Þyporrite, firft caſt out the beam out 


of thine own-Evye, t then ſhalt thou fee clearly to caſt owe 


the mote out of thy -B2others Eye. WT 

And as to the Dot#rines of Chriſtianity, not to inlift upon 
his faying-and unſaying again, (v/z. in that he hath one 
while confeſſed they are- publikely own'd, another while 
charging an Apoſtacy therein, We refer to the many prin- 


ted. Teſtimonies written *by divers eminent Brethren, * 


Fill living, in the Defence of the Goſpel-Truths ; and 
how much in perſpecuity and clearneſs, they are beyond 
any thing in »ilem Rogers his Book, is left'to the impar- 
tial Reader to judge ; as a Reproof to his ſtrange conceit- 
ed Confidence, as well as falſe and ungodly :nfeenation a- 


gainſt them and the People call'd Qzakers in general, . as - 


though the Dottrin and Life of Chriſtianity were in danger 0 

Fart reputed to be wholly Extint# pot lol, wnleſſe k 4 
| 4 few others (in compariſon of the People call'd Quakers ; 
however hv is-pleaſed to magnify their number) who are 
of party with hin, had diſcharg'd that concern of Conſcience, 
he pretends /2y on many,: to inconrage the publication of his 
Book, deſigning thereby, no doade; being the natural Con- 
ſequence of his Lynes, to obviate the Univerſality of ſuch 
a Reputation, by rendring themſelves the men that kept 
their primitive Station inthe Life of Truth, and retain'd 
the ancient Doctrines thereof, whiPft they undertook fo 


generally -to dete&t fo many of the moſt publick, and - 


molt reputed Quakers o-call*d) and their Adherents, who 


are -People in general 'who have Unity with"them in the - 


ro and yp" order” o__ ( _ which makes up the 
other part) of Degeneracy therefrom, into an Apoſtdcy 
- of Degeneracy * therefrom. into an APoNary 


Ie ſtillſeemes firunge to'us, that ſuch inen' (if ſack they 
be whom W. &. intends) ſhould lye ſo hidden and _ 
| E ceal'd, 
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ceal'd,. as not to be found, and-no leſs ſtrange, that- they: 
ſhould make uſe,of, and encourage #. &., to be their 
mouth to ſpeak to the world: by, - who hath known ſo 

- little-of the fanRification of his Nature; and conſequent- 
Iy very unlike what his lines beſpeak them to be.  'This 
adds no Credit to their matter, bur gives juſt occaſiori of 
jealouſee, and will do, unleſs they diſprove it, by a-diſeo- 
very of themſelves, Fhat what ever is. pretended, they 
are but'too much like him ; for if it be otherwiſe, and 
that they really are ſuch as exc in the Dodtrine and Life of 
Chriſtianity, let them. come forth, and ſhew themſelves: 
What though, they are bur as oe of 4 City, and:two of 4 
Trib:, yet if they have the Truth on their fides;; tbat. is 
ſtronger than all, and ſhall prevail. 7s 61 
It 1s likewiſe to be obſerved, after what an 2»jurious 
as well as dif:2e-uous a rate CUilliam Rogers,. hath. deals 
wit the People call'd Quakers, 1n often gathering up 
the words of ſome perſon or - perſons, we, know. not 
who, neither dorhthe tell-us, nor when, if ever.ſpoken-by 
any. particularly the DoQrine in the ſixth page bf. his. Pre- 
face which he makes ſo much adoe about in ſeveral par:s 
of his Book, as one of his.great Marks - of Apoſta- 
cy, wherewith he refleQs upon the Brethren, '(v4iz.) 
Let us exclude Reaſoning, the Wiſdome, and the; jealouſir, and 
1} us. have. an Eye to the Brethren, But who ſeth. not 
the unriehiteouſneſs of ſuch dealing, which together with 

many pieces and ſcraps of matter colle&ed our of divers 

Papers and Epiſtles., he hath ngt only quoted-in 'ſaeh 
a confuſed manner, that no Readex, unleſs before gequaint- 
ed with the. grounds. and occaſion thereof, can rightly 
underſtand, and confſcquently,, not in a capacity, to make 

a found: judgment therefrom : But. to extort a judgment, 
as it were, fromthe inconfiderate and prejudiced, he hath 
fo -paraphraſed .upon: ſuch Words..and: DoQtrines, fuch 

Kraps and. pieces, of. matter, {0 colleed by big _ 

| rame 
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framed ſuch notorious falſe inſinuations, . and perucs fans 


therefrom, . and vilifieations . 0 many faithful- and emi- 
nent Zaboxrers,-and through them the generallity of the _ 
People. call'd-Duakers that adhear to, them, as guileytof 

ſuch things as-theif. Souls abhor, -and is particularly men- 
tionedin.the beginning of this Treatiſe, which the Righ- 


' teous God of Heaven and: Earth ſees.and beholdiy and 


will plead with him, and recompence him for it in his due 
time, if he Repent-not. | bs | 


The -next thing, we have to notice-of,- is his unjuſt 


| Charges and RefleQions on thoſe Sixty-Six Friends and 


Brethren, that ſubſcribed the Epiſtle dated . from” E//zs 
Hooks his Chamber, the 12h. of the 7th. month, 1677. and 


. more particularly with relation to his manifeſt abuſe. of 


the four Friends of Biftol, that were concern'd therein. . 
On this Ep:i/te1t is (to take/little notice of his ObjeTions 4. 
gainſt the Conſtitution of the Meeting it came from, more 
than to tell him, that what he would not have it to be, 
that it is, (viz. from 'the Peatly-Beeting) we obſerve 
william Rogers grounds another 'of his great Marks. of A- 
poſtacy. he charg&th thoſe Brethren, with, viz. judeing of 
the Merits of the"Caauſe\ without hearing the ſame, Preface, 
page the Sixth ; and for proof thereof, ſaith, That John Story 
and JohnWilkinfon have beer judg'd by many of the Subſcri- 


' bers thereaf, if 'not all, without 4. hearing of. eithey Party 2 


fory, that the Epiſtle doth not import, that the judgment given 
was-o# the hearing either of one or both Parties, - Convened 
before them, -2:d. part page 77- But the fallacionſneſs of this 
Inſinuation will eaſily appear by what follows. | 
. We have already given an Account of the Meeting, 
that many Friends and Brethren had with John Sto2y, 
and John Wilkinſon at Orawell ia Porkſhire, aad: the 
Reſult of chat Meeting. £ 
We have alſo ſignified, how F.S. and 7. vw. have be- 
"WAI haved 


_ 
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haved themſttves fince; to the'grief of thoſe very Friends, 
abuſing 'them both by word' and writing, with many op- 
probrious Terms, difowning their- Judgement, as 4juft,. 
and Hnxrighteous, &c. Extenuating Their Paper. of Con- 
Denmation,” not owning it as ſuch againſt themſtjves, 
continuing their former Subſcriptions to a Paper' tending. 
to''a Separation, upheld and maintained in ſome part 
of TWeftmozetand, / &c.. whereby they made void, as*to 
themſelves, the Benefit of: all 'thoſe TranſaQtions- at the 
Meeting aforeſaid, and. which. would have Succeeded, 
had they behaved themſelves -as- they ought to Havedone : 
But foraſmuch as: they- have continued in the fame Dpt- 
tit of Diviſion and Separation, Contemning the Coun- 
fel and Advice of thoſe Brethren, they ftill ſtand juſtly 
hayobls, with thoſe things they were. before found: 

uiley of. 4 

"Thoſe things conſfider'd; the Sixty Six Friends and'Bre- 
thren, who Subſcribed that Epii#/e, fome of them being 
the ſame that were  perfonally preſent, & concerned at the 
Meeting at' Drawe/l, - before mentioned'; and many o- 
ther-approved Travelling Brethren in the Work of the. 
Miniſtry. (however- now- termed, Cpftarts; dpoſtates, 
 and:Itmovators) having received fatisfaftory Knowledge, . 
vpoir- the undoubted -Credir - and! Teſtimony - of many 
Brethren of their Proceedings at Drawelf. And likewiſe, . 
many * of -them” being abundantly -fenfible ; and ' divers 
having certain' Knowledge of their perſiſting in the ſame. 
Spirit of Diviſion. and : eb ne had a Concern' upon 
their Spirits, under the Apprehenſion of the- dangerous 
Conſequence of ſuch' Men's Travelling vp and” down in 
a. difreconcil'd Eſtate (ſowing, - and ſpreading their Diſ. 
contents and: Diviſions, being: forewarn'd thereof) with 
# renewed Admonition-- againſt- that: Spirit of Diviſion , 
and cauſion to Friends to beware thereof,, which was the 
cauſe of their-giving forth that Teſtimony ; which how- 

” | ; ever 


ever they (willtam Rogers, and ſome others) are Diſquie- 
p- ted at; is Juſt and Righteous in the Sight of God, and. 
p, ftands good upon their Heads, and will do, untill they - 
n- Repent, and be humbled under the ſence of their great 
Ss; Oftences. DA. 
W Friends having this Senſe, as abundantly appears in : 


rt | | their ple That they till perſiſted in the fame Spiriz 
F/ 


to 0 
Ie q uſe were here to judge of more, than was alrea- 


J, dy Determined, unleſs it were Their perſiſting in the ſame 

b: work 'of fowing apd ſpreading their Diviſions, * and 0 ring 

t- their oifts, - whilft difreconciled to the Brethren? Which 

1- i was Evide the Friends of that Meeting, in- their re- — | 
y jeCting the Advice and Counſel before given them, by 

d: Epiftk from the Tearly-Meeting, to the contrary, _ 


We having thus open'd the Ground of” rhis Matter, . 
do Cominend it, with the following Quer/es, to the Con-- 
ſcience of the Impartial Reader, to Judge, Whether ſuch : 


by 


Q Vy - 


a Charge, asvilliam Rogers hath given, againſt no leſs than 
above Sixty Friends and Brethrex, at once, as no. ſiaall 
Mark of their Apoſfacy; viz. of being Guilty of jugin 
the Merits of a Canſe, withous-heating the ſamie, or C if 
owning F. S. & F. W. though they could not juſffly Charge 
them of Evil, be rightly imputable to. thoſe - Brethren, - 
upon {ſigning their Epif/z, to whom  the-knowledge of 
Mattets tranſacted at Draweil, were.ſo Tranſmitted, as is - 
kg Tz FE ro | 
''Firſs, Whether? Since it was not feazible; that the 
Church; or every Friend concerned, for the underſtan- 
ding of the Truth of the Matter, relating to F. $:'and 
F. w. could go down :into the North, to hear the pro- 
bation thereof, the Teſtimony giver: in a Narrative, from 
ſo many faithful, approved Men, upon inward Senſe', and 
plain external Evidences of Witneſſes, be.not ſufficient 
proof againſt the ſaid Men? . | 


_ 
[ 
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Secondly, 
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Secondly, And -if this be not, What can be? Matters '- 
conſidered, With thoſe Circumſtances abovelkid, amongit 
the Societies and TranſaRions of Men, * either i in-things 
| Temporal or Spiritual, wherein Men many times-tran{- 
at Matters upon the unqueſtioned Credit 'one of --ano* 
ther, . whilſt - under. neceſſity of great Reqyotenels. one 
from another? | 

Third, Whether to give Credit to.one or two Men, 
in his or their. own, Cauſe, . againſt more than, p, twenty 

Eye and Ear Witneſſes, who 'are Conſcientioul) 
cerned to hear and ſearch into the Truth of - (44 Bp 
copliftent with Reaſon, Chriſtianity, .and true Wiſdom ?- 
ourehly, Whether not. ooly the Refuſal of 'fagh Te- 
ſtimony, Evidence,. and :Judgement, as was given from 
7 Meeting at Drawell, upon Examination, and Proof 
ers, John Stopy. ST John Wilkinſon being: pre- 
Sb ut the Invalidating thereof, 'a0d RefleQting.on thoſe 
| Meczings and oy as Falſe Accuſers, and aces of 
the To of 4 Canſe *  pefon they. Heag it) who Re- 
Is it, and joyn with it, and unto whom the Truth 
hath been ſþ evidently Tranſmitted, carrieth; not with 
it an., unavoidable Tendency to. over:throw- the. Authors. 
77, Cregit,. Service, and frequent - Prattice of Friends of 
Truth, "in their Meetings throughout the Nation, jn any 
Caſe ; and thereþy to Strengthen! the Hand of Tranſgrel- 
| fors, and their Abettors in. their Inſolency againſt the 

Truth; and "he Friends thereof in General ? ; 

'Let all Perſons of Sobriety. Judge, Whether the Con- 
ſequence of this; which hath been, and is. 
Rogers's Practiſe, be not to open a wide Door for g- 
 poſtacy and Licentiouſneſs, by which means, 4 Mar 
may be proved The Worn of Wen in one Tountry, 
and come into another, "and and upon his Ju 
and. be Abetted . therein, notwithſlanding the Teftimony of 

" as heard Matters prov'd againit him? And, Whe- 
ther 


Eg (39) 
| _ i Faſ} * Had not that, - the , Conſe- 
| ther. this doth mar pm mit De- quence of this, had it been he 
flixoy the Faith and Creait one of pragice of «the People called 
another, the Ground, - both of Quakers, as je ManifeSty:: hath 
op = . * n »A-. an IS q 
Chriſtian and Civil Society. given the World juſt Canſe 20 
| Judge, as W. &, by many 'Sap- 
poſrrions, and falſe Premiſes doth infinuate, *7har 1h2 Dofirine and Life of 
Chriſtianity, were in danger to. be wholly Exſtin® amongſt them. 


And now, as: to william Rogers his ſeveral Charges a- 
gain the Four Friends of Biiſtol, of being Fa/ſe Accu- 
fers, and refuſing to admit a Meeting to Prove the Mat- 
ters in Charge, in the aforementioned Epiſtle againſt John 
Story and John Wilkinſpn, 4:fore an equal number of 


Friends, 'Choſen on each Part, part 2.- Page 10. - 


To this we Anſwver, It's no-wonder William Rogets 


hath termed thoſe friends Falſe Accers,: ſeeing he'hath 
not ſtuck to ſay the like, or worſe, concerning many 
other Faithful Brethren, - How Unrighteous this Charge 


is againſt the Four Friends of Briſtol, or any-of the reſt. 


that Signed the. Epiſtle, may appear by: what is already: 
Written: Nether do they. nor we remember,. :That -e- 
ver we refuſed a Meeting npon thoſe Terms, provided, th: y. 
ſbould 4gree, what. ſhould be taken for Evidence; although, 


if they had refuſed ſuch a Meeting,. we cannot ſee how- 


that could: deſerve any - juſt  RefleRtion, -ſ{eceinz- Experts. 
ence teacheth us; That when: the Guilty, or any of party 
for them, . hath equal Liberty to chaſe, without whoſe Concur- 
rence, no diciſfnue Fudgement myſt be given: The Conſequence 
thereof, is like to effet® nothing but Controverſy, and a ſhel- 


ter 10 the Offender, as is betore hinted, which Leaderh, ' 


us to make- this Query; That-. _ - | 
Thether the admitting of no Beeting to be equal foz. 

the deciſion 'of ſpiritual matters in Controverſy, bur. 

what is mane.up.of a certain-number of choſen men of 


* 


3 \ 


each. ſive to. judge (the offender having an equal Chotee). 
| Wis -- 


— 


— 
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(40) : 
-be not wrong and-ſnconſitent with the practice of the 
Friends of Truth ; and hath not a tendency. to: make 
votd the Authority of our MBeetings, ' in which-- th 
Power of the Low, in its free Exerciſe, is to'be Gutde 
- But, whatever (Uilltam Rogers -pretends, The 04- 
ſtraftion to a Meeting by conſent, principally lay in the 
diſagreement , as to the refleQtion of this Queſtion, 
what ſbould be ſufficient Evidence for proof of thoſe ſe. 
vera Charges contained in the Epiitle ? which lead the four 
Friends, and others in their behalf, to inſiſt upon the 
Narrative of Friends from Drawell, with the Examinations 
and proofs of matters there, which they had in Cuſtody, to- 
gether with John Story and John Wilknſons writings, to © 
which their hands were; _but this would: not be accep- 
ted of by W.R. | > 
'And, as: to the'other abuſive paſſage in the ſame page 
of his Book, vis. whether will they (meaning the four 
Friends of Biiftol) as yet admit « Hearing before any Meet- 
' ing, wherein the Witneſſes to the Accuſations, ſbould be ex- 
cluded from being judges. 
Both they and we ſay, Its utterly falſe; moſt of us 
then, - being | rage at the Meeting, which was on the © 
16th. day of the 5th. month, 1677. where theſe things 
were diſcourſed, do declare, that we never heard them 
fo-exprels themſelves, but do look upon it as one of 
William Rogers's ungodly. Charges, and grievous Per- 
verſions of their wordsz, what was ſpoken, from whence 
it is ſuppoſed Tiliam Rogezs hath falfly drawn'the a- 
fore-mentioned Concluſion, was, That they could not have 
any of the ſeveral Brethren excluded from being preſent, and 
to be concern'd in judgment, that had pres Fae; the. Ac- 
count from Drawell (whom william Rogers indeed hath - 
call'd falſe Accuſers) but who were f/ athfel Witneſſes to the 
F proof 
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Jronf of the Accafathont,” bid pot Atthfers thimſe es,-a9 his 
, arpe {ſeems 6. lis, f ct 'Alt.v which es Mines abs 
nifeſted more” at. larpe, in a articular Anſwer long 
From And although, -Cilliam Rogers is pleaſed to fay, 
in his Book, That a Keply thereto hath Wants ed their nat6s: 
rfous Weaknefs,  "# charity may excuſe. them from, .wil- 


| fl Wickedhefs ; But how, nor, whexein, neither, they, 


for we know. As for his expreſſion of notorious Weak- 
neſs, we eſteem it as the Fruit, of an  over-fond conceit 
of his own Abillitics, above others: And if he hath Cha- 
my to-excuſe thoſe Frietids from the Imputation of wil» 
ful Wickedneſs, we ſhoyld, be glad: of the like, were nat 
our Eyes and Ears witneſſes of ſuck Fruits from him, on di- 
vers occaſions, asalmoſt leaves us void of room, orany juſt. 
pen for ſo much THY, in many reſpeQts, Concer, 
ing him. | 
nd as for the Briſtol Certificate, ſubſcribed by ters. 
ty ſeven Friends on behalf of G.F. his Innocency, ..to the 
beſt of their knowledge 4s 4 mar remote in $pirit and Ex-. 
ample, from any ſuch Prattice, either in 51{t01 or + where, . 
as Fiying in times of Perſecution; Thaugh often © barged 
therewith by Apoſtates and bed Spirits. . and now, imply d in+ 
Williaff Rogers's Charge apainft hiz.; To. which they aot., 
only oppoſe their Obſervation of him.in Buiſtol, bur their. 
Experience, and confirmed ſince to ny contrary, by: his. 
large Travells, «<4 and 1mpriſcuments. 10;;many's 


Jales, in which T RM a Ian by: bath Mod | 
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of .G. F*s being, in Byiſtol, then about fifteen years paſt 
(being a time of Perſecution), to which they ſuppoſed it 
muſt 'needs be, that #. R. ſhould Afﬀign that fat of 
G. F. his rg pen. out of the Meeting, and going 
down a back pair of ſtairs, to avoid the Perſecutors, ad- 
ding thereto, That they never knew, or could remember, 
ſach thing by him, They being generally all, vr the moſt part 
of ther, ar all the Meetings 6G. F. wasathere, and yet they. 
do not limit or  reftrain their Teſtimony to that time. 
only; but extend ir to all@thers, to the beſt of. their 
knowledge, having never ſeen any juſt occaſion foz ſuch, 
a Tharge: But Wiliam Rogers taking advantage 1a thiat 
he; had not nominated any time for his Charge,  maketh 
uſe thereof, endeavouring thereby to baffle their Evi- 
dence, though in truth it renders his the weaker ; hence 
it is, that: he chargeth them with Ydertaking to prove:: 
what was impoſſible. for them to do, unleſs they*had been 
at all the Mettings in Biftol wirh.G. F. that ever he was at 
with him; 'which is not unbkely,” but that moſt of them-. 
might: But what juggling is here? and how doth this 
man fence and dodge, nat only-to extenuate the Credit, 
of thoſe FriendsTeftimony, ' but'to ftave off the impu- 
tation ofa falſe Accuſtrion fromhimſelf, in ſaying,he bmi affix- 
e496 Fime; and yet doth.not deny, but that the time they 
mention, was the time intended by him, which ſhould: 
in-reaſon 'render their Teftimony of more Credit with. 
the Confiderate. DE - Wk 
: Neither-doth he fay any thing to the Objeition made a- 
eainſt his mentioninga back patr of Stairs that G. E. ſhould 
go down, &c. for indeed there was none ſuch, both pair 
of ftairs being- oaly Oe; and common for Friends . 
.conftantly to go up and down at out or into the ftreet, - 
as he*#n&' others well knew. More might be faid; bur” 
this-we os foes to every impartial-Reader, who. 
ſhall /have' rhe fight of that Cercificate on behalf of 6H 
* . +.ad{L.;3 wins bow - 


LF - 


. w.R, Chargeth him with, and os whom his Bnmi- 


| (43) 
and William Rogers's Objettions thereto, to manifeſt how 
untighteoully he hath done, -by comparing the Subicrt- 
bers thereof to Perjured Jntozwers, who are many of 
them both men and women, ' anciently and publickly 
known in this City, 8 approved for their Truth and Faith: 
fulneſs in the Conſciences of honeſt People of all forts 
therein; The Conſideration as well as knowledge where- 


of in #. R. we cannot but apprehend was the Cauſe why 


| he omitted all their- Names, except One, iz. | John 


Cate, a man lefs publickly known in the City, then moſt, 
if not any one of the reſt, *whereby his difingenuity and 


unfaithfulneſs doth not a little appear. 


Thus it may be ſten, how i//zam: Rogers takes upon hint 
to abuſe the People call'd Quakers by whole-ſale (as we 
uſe to ſay) having ſo learar the habit of impudence, as 
fomtimes upon his bare ſingle Credit or {ay ſo, and that in 
his ow: Cauſe too, not- only to oppoſe the Truth of the 
Teſtimony of many Brethren; but to abuſe them with 
approbrious Refleftions, whom he hath therefore termed 
falſe Accuſers and Perſecutors, and no Heſs than above 


firty Friends and Brethren at once, whom he renders Up- 


Apoſtates, and Jnnovators, for ſigning the afore- 


 fdarts,Y 
Gid Epiſtle. | 


at another time, Tharles'Parthall and thirty ſix 
Brethren more, are by him, as ſole judge in his own Cauſe, 
charged of being guilty of figning an unrighteous Paper, 
becauſe of their deciſive ju apt Bn, 6 there- 
in, upon a free hearing ofthe Difference betwixt him and 
Robert Barclay, as may be more particularly taken notice of 
ere wehave done. | | 
And many of the Ancient and faithful Eriends, and-In- 
habitants of the City of Baiſfol, are wickedly compared by 
him to Perjured Jnfowmers, becauſe of their Chriſtian 
Teſtimony in behalf of 6G. F*s Innocency, in'that matter 


[- 
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+ Fas, {82 Wtheſothings he mud comets Judge: 
ment, | WILALETY TH: ja * CT c 2 365d a" 373;} 
nd now. as to: = many8 perfoal Injuxics, & Miſe 
pre: tations of Robert. Barclay, rand: George .Foox,i the one 
'with reſpect to-Doftrine, ;the,other to Life and: Copuer/ati: 
0%, ppherpich SYEat PRrts of illiew Rogers's Book:is ſup» 
ply'd 6. wi ye refer t0.their owns or ſome-mber hand, forpar- 
Hig tar Replics.thereto,; only noting firſts ;as to che buſine 
Robert Barclay, chat it.i6.40 Argument to us of no ſmall 
Wnpodepces 1h. liam Rogersg' to continue higCavils againſt 
is own meanings, and miſconſtruRionsof Robert Barolay's 


Qtin.in his Book intituled, TheAnarthp of the Ranters, 


SPiritthat-will:be (ole. judge in his own-Caule, a thing he 
th. formerly Coendemn'd in others, as may appear in the 
arerregited; 


ſoq- pf his! yagionis, becutſohisUnchriſtian. dealing 

wath:Rokert-atelahcandflender nd ſhe; had: for tus 
jeGtions ws yo gre ages a his Bpok;: was 

eeply ;Eyideaged in th of many! weighty 


Eziends.gt AM; whom he had-a Megtingby.con: 
ſent rrets: arclay "kv hem for the earingj;! ry re? 


bis @þj whicht wane Qually.done/:and 


he _— Confkeſlibo; he ' moſh; Chriſtanly :deajr;tyoirt 


10; $::the(Tinbs afſerted ;by Robert Barclay, were: vin- 
ioated and gleared; from the M/conflructions of William Ro+ 


ts whereof fomeofuwWereborh Eyeaand Ear: Watneſlesy 


&a;Jarge mphears,.:axxwell bythe Teftimony of that. Meer* 
ing, ſubſcribed by thirty ſeven Brethren, as from#75//iam: 
Regets:his!4eftgt unden;his own.ihahd-writing;: whichthe 


dg 


e;:þathi nqt--Done:.acco2ding. tt: Bdlpet-ordee/by 


Rage i great>-: . But-lec him. conſider, PESTS 


ty.an 
Be « 


<. and. perfeQly faffors of his being led, and Acd by. a | 


iſtlegto which his Name: was: Andahe rea+ 


rs facisfation- forthe wrong he: had! done: Robere!' 
| ; we ere WiliamRoger doh mat enly ackpowledge; 


Robeft Barglay;: nay fjultly woxhyofblame, _ | 
\ 
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he” did ; But alſo, that he is perſwaved, . that. Rohere> 
Barclay 18 fiot principled as he and ſome others, by ſome © 
in:his Baok;:took Hitt'to"bb!! Norwithftand- 
wg allthis, William Rogers hath gone aboutin his Book, 
hows, OT —_ what he hath ſaid in his Lerger, and to 
p_—_—_ is. yo gre againſt his own" rmewtngs and! Na. 
_ contſhrofbvons Of. what's Robert » Barely. Hach' writte 
fid: Book, like aan fighting with his ks 9, 0h at; 
thereby: making, void as much as in him lieth;' the eter. 
__— = [that —_— reflecting on the Friends, as 
of ſigning an-UnrighteousÞ SIEh 
nol eter tom pie hap oe opts ( m 
nothing will (erve, bit t6beTols Jad? Is 
own. Cauſe x . and -unleſs this he riders him, he ap- 
pears ro us:reſolved to. be Contentious, .thonghit be to his 
own Run.” {i 
: The other rhingy wy tiavs to wed UGG of, with KL: 
lation! to Y#ilaabRuger}'s Charges bpainſt 6. #.-i8" "not 
ogly! xonfilering3 FH miiRo3rs; a main of firch a em- 
, Per as is before whplyed) to hear how little reafon 'G."F; 
bad to take notice of his pretended Qiſfatisfactions againſt 
| him, - though indeed reffteſneſs; 'turmoile and. enmity, 
- of Spitit:againft him, maniteſt by His rude and un-c<tt; 
© fttars methoy: behath taken; too large here to Tecite ; but 
alſo as, a Reproof to his falſe Infinuar:ons againſt 6G. F. in 
his Book, as though he ſhunned the Teit,*and as being unwil- 
ling 40 ſubmit" 70.jaſtice; to manifeſt the contrary, how 
GiÞ> called William Rogers to account at a Meeting 
herein Butftgl, - for proof of” divers Charges and Inſinuats- 
os)" edntain'd ina Letter under CUititafn Rogers his own 
{ hand 4painſt him, «and now made publick in William 
| Rogers his Book, and what the Reſult of the Meeting whs, 
as It APPEars hoy _ llowbng Certificate. 
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I FFE underwritten, being at a Peeting-at 
\ Richard Sneads, the 1 5h. of the 12:h. month 
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william Penn, Richard Vickris, | Peter Walter, 
Charles Fones, | Fames Merrick, | Stephen Smith, 
Fohn Moone, Charles Jones, Jun. Eraſmns Dole, &c. 
Richard. Snead, | | 


my 


——_ EY bk. | m—_—_ 


—— 
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Theſe things conſider'd, and William Rogers his —_ 
ſhifting and ſhuffling herein Manifeſted : What Reaſon had @. F. 
or any other, to take any more Notice of his Letters, than of - Mt 
Waſte-Paper ? or to Regard his impertinent Rambling, Clamours, 
and Railing vp and down in divers Parts of the Nation, a- 
gainſt him (about Matters whereof he ha@already Clear'd him- IK 
ſelf in Writing) and that- whilſt G. F. was far remote in the | 
North; and yet when [he .was near the City of London, ant BW 
William Rogers in the City, he would not, (as we are credibly iſ 
inforn*d ) go to him. We fay, What Reaſon had G. F. i= 
© OT.-.- | 
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orathers, to,Regard Wiliew Rogers imthieſe praftices, any more 


than they would any other - Apoſftares or open Adverſaries?. 
What hopes could G..F.: or any other, have to ſatisfy fuch a 
Man,. whoſe -Prejudice and Exnmity was fo great, that he was 
in Travel to give Vent thereto; . and: yet. thus Manifeſtly de- 
priy'd-of common Modeſty and Equity, nſual amongſt Men, in 
caſe of Difterence; inſomuch, that he either will not Acquiefce 
in the Determination of a Matter, when Heard and given Judge- 
ment upon ; but inſtead thereof, make it: his buſinefs to inlarge 
his Abuſes againſt the concern'd therein; 'or otherwiſe ſhift agd: 

and at length, utterly refuſe to make proof of his Char» 
ges, when calPd thereunto.? Five 


There is: one thing more;* we cannot omit to make men- 
tion of, viz, the manner of Willie Regers 'his:abuſive Inſfinua- | 
tions and Charges, not. only againlt many. Emineng and Faith- - 
fol Brethren ; but (through them): "af the generality of the 

People calPd Quekers, as Apoſtatized, Nc. chiefly with Reſpect - 
to the bleſſed Order and Government they are Exerciſed in, and is 

Eſtabliſhed among them, viZ. That it is moſt frequently to be 

obſery'd in his Book;-that-his -Method-is- to-draw pofirive, and” 
ſcandalous Concluſtons, and. wicked Perverſions, from not only 
uncertain, but moſt falſe Premiſes and Conjectures, falving him- -. 
ſelf, as well as he can, with theſe and. ſuch like Expreſſions 
(which are his uſual bet Reaſons for his many foul - Aceuſa- 
tons againlt them) viz: If Reports be true, we take 34 tobe thus; 


we have cauſe to Relieve, I cannot but. be .full-of Fealouſies, &Cc. 


ike the wicked, that ſaid, Reporr, and we will Report ; And af- 
ter the Example of Thomas Hicks, and Fohn Faldo;, when b 
his Suppoſitrons, Featonſier, Doubts, Reports, . Meanings, and Tij- 
nſtrutlions, he hath made up, his Adan of Straw, as we 'may 
erm it, or Apoftate-TInnovator, and calld him a Quaker, .he 
then beſtirs himſelf, and as yet retaining fome Notions: of 
ruth in his Head, he doth bring them forth- as Arguments to 
Fence with againſt his own Work, whilſt the Enemy of his 
& j keeps: him, Mipdack, that'he c ſee — to: be © 
i& Man.. How: much. this.4s his manifeſt; Practice throyghout 
his whole Book, Ae how Vetthodly hall the Coatſes are, is 
left to the impartial Reader to: judge. | 
- We having thus (for the Truth's ſake) diſcovered William 
Regers his Spirit and Behaviour. amongſt us, and ſomething . 
is.. 
+ 


y Abies in his Bok; rut" particular 
En ain this City 4 tha d 
Vautre 2outhe-VWirneR) of God in *Tonicier 
pbedig,.- jadicigns Reader; wht” "Hath- di 
ec {the Managemensi of _ Rogers, with reference to 
arters herein-treated of, will ſee Cauſe, as well From the 
themſelves,” as the- derneſs. of the Credit, wherewlth' 
;therei org pars are'attended, 'both' to detelt -4 
uit:Courſes, as- he hath: taken, 'to- Reproach 
the:F #kers, and their Hs os rife ofeINon,. and-to ſuf- 
—_— rx L Belief of other-things-deliver* inſt! 


3 1n-his Book, 
ſome Þ lars, no leſs ons, until time,” by -ſofne- 
20% | —_ to ani them BEES 2 
- 6A i y : Richard Vickris, ' 
BE Charles Jones, 
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